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Resigned,  and  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Cruikshank  employed  in  his  stead. 


SALARIES  PAID  TO  OFFICERS  AND  EMPLOYEES. 


J.  H.  Johnson,  Principal,  Supt.  and  Physician. ...  $ 1,500  00 


R.  R.  Asbury,  Teacher  of  Blind 1,250  00 

Emily  A.  Johnson,  Teacher  of  Mutes  500  00 

Jehu  A.  Hoge  “ “ “ 475  00 

W.  S.  Johnson,  “ “ “ 475  00 

M.  E.  Toney,  “ “ “ 300  00 

Emma  Omberg,  Teacher  of  Music ...  600  00 

Miss  Hamilton,  Matron 400  00 

James  Campbell,  Master  of  Shop $15  00  per  month. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Knox Customary  Fee. 


Mr.  Asbury  having  resigned,  the  Board  have  employed  Mr. 
Geo.  M.  Cruikshank  in  his  place,  at  a smaller  salary,  for  the 
present,  the  number  of  blind  pupils  having  been  so  small,  the 
Board  deemed  the  salary  too  great  for  the  amount  of  work  to 
be  done. 


REPORT. 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  the  Alabama  Institution  for  the 

Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind. 

Talladega,  Ala.,  Nov.  3d,  1875. 
To  His  Excellency , George  S.  Houston,  Governor  of  Alabama : 
Sir — I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  fifteenth  an- 
nual report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  and  officers  of 
the  “Alabama  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the 
Blind.” 

The  report  of  the  Principal,  who  is  also  the  Acting  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  shows  the  progress  and 
present  condition  of  the  Institution.  To  it  I respectfully  re- 
fer you  for  details. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  Cruiksiiank, 

President  of  Board  of  Commissioners. 


SECKETARY’S  REPORT. 

Hon.  M.  H.  Cruiksiiank,  President  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Alabama  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  Blind : 

Sir — I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  reports  of 
the  Principal  and  Treasurer  of  this  Institution,  for  the  year 
ending  Sept.  30th,  1875. 

Joe.  H.  Johnson, 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 
Talladega,  Ala.,  Oct.  26,  1875. 
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To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Alabama  Institution  for 

the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen — In  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  Board,  passed 
at  the  third  quarterly  meeting  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 
1875,  held  on  the  last  Saturday  in  September,  I beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report : 

I trust  the  Board  will  bear  with  me  if  I am  a little  more 
elaborate  in  the  details  of  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  than 
has  been  customary  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Principal 
heretofore. 

The  nature  and  character  of  our  work,  as  one  of  the  edu- 
cational institutions  of  the  State,  is  not  generally  understood. 
This  Institution  is  in  no  sense  of  thp  word,  an  asylum  for  the 
defective  classes,  for  whose  benefit  it  was  founded,  neither  is 
it  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  ear  or  the 
eyes.  It  is  purely  educational  in  its  character,  and  is  sup- 
ported in  the  main  by  ahnual  appropriations  from  the  State 
Treasury. 

An  enlightened  public  sentiment  has  demanded  the  estab- 
lishment of  similar  institutions  in  every  State  in  the  Union, 
and  in  each  of  the  British  Provinces  in  America. 

It  is  the  pride  of  American  teachers  of  the  deaf  and  dumb 
and  the  blind,  that  our  institutions  are  not  surpassed,  if  they 
are  equalled,  by  any  in  the  world.  In  the  wealthier  and 
more  populous  States  of  the  North  and  West  may  be  seen 
the  most  magnificently  built  and  thoroughly  equipped  insti- 
tutions of  the  world.  In  most  of  the  Southern  States,  our 
poople,  struggling  with  misfortune  and  poverty,  have  not  been 
able  to  keep  pace  with  the  vast  improvements  in  the  modes 
of  instruction,  construction  of  buildings,  improved  books, 
maps,  globes,  charts,  and  other  appliances  with  which  our 
more  favored  neighbors  are  supplied. 

Poverty  and  necessity,  too,  have  kept  away  from  our  South- 
ern institutions  hundreds  of  those  unfortunate  ones,  whose 
only  chance  of  escape  from  ignorance  and  consequent  degra- 
dation is  their  “ State  Institution." 

Institutions  of  this  kind  cannot  be  sustained  in  every 
neighborhood,  nor  in  every  county.  The  small  number  of 
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pupils  to  be  found  in  any  one  locality,  would  not  justify  any 
competent  teacher  to  undertake  their  education,  even  if  such 
teachers  could  be  found.  It  is,  therefore,  eminently  right 
and  proper  that  provision  should  be  made  by  the  State  for 
the  education  of  this  class  of  her  citizens.  Aside  from  tiie 
humanitarian  view  of  the  case,  it  is  good  policy  for  the  State 
to  do  so.  A large  majority  of  our  pupils  are  the  children  of 
poor  people  who  are  practically  debarred  from  any  participa- 
tion in  the  public  school  fund,  because  they  cannot  be  taught 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  country. 

These  children,  then,  the  mutes  especially,  shut  up  as  they 
are  in  utter  silence,  unable  to  glean  even  the  rudiments  of  an 
education  of  themselves,  or  by  contact  with  others,  not  know- 
ing even  their  own  names  or  the  names  of  their  friends,  ig- 
norant of  the  existence  of  the  Creator,  controlled  by  no  sense 
of  moral  responsibility,  theirs  is  truly  a pitiable  condition. 
Often  it  is  the  case  that  advantage  is  taken  of  their  ignorance 
and  they  are  made  to  become  the  drudges  of  their  more  fa- 
vored fellow-creatures.  Prone,  (as  we  all  are,)  to  evil,  they 
are  easily  led  into  the  paths  of  wickedness  and  vagabondism. 
Educate  them,  give  them  a sufficient  knowledge  of  the  Eng- 
lish language,  to  communicate  their  own  ideas  and  to  receive 
communications  from  others,  teach  them  the  use  of  figures, 
so  as  to  enable  them  to  transact  the  ordinary  business  of  life, 
and  then  lastly,  though  by  no  means  the  least  important  thing, 
give  them  a good  trade,  and  you  return  to  the  commonwealth 
good,  self-sustaining  citizens,  well  calculated  to  perform  their 
parts  in  society,  and  contribute  to  the  material  prosperity  of 
the  State. 

The  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  establishing  this  Insti- 
tution, contemplates-  doing  thus  much  by  the  State  for  her 
deaf,  mute  and  blind  children. 

Whether  or  not  the  results  of  our  efforts  to  accomplish  the 
aims  and  objects  of  the  founders  of  the  Institution  have  been 
realized,  is  not  for  us  to  say.  That  more  might  have  been 
done  by  others,  more  competent  than  we  are,  we  doubt  not, 
but  as  far  as  earnest  effort  and  a sincere  desire  to  do  our 
whole  duty  towards  the  Institution,  the  State,  and  to  those 
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committed  to  our  charge,  is  concerned,  we  claim  to  have  done 
our  best  with  the  means  at  our  disposal. 

An  institution  of  this  kind,  embracing  as  it  does,  a do- 
mestic, an  educational,  and  a mechanical  department,  requires 
a large  number  of  officers,  and  teachers,  in  its  various  de- 
partments— persons  fitted  by  nature,  and  trained,  for  the  pe- 
culiar work  to  be  accomplished. 

’ The  institution,  to  perform  its  work,  must  be  completely 
officered,  and  except  as  a greater  or  less  number  of  pupils, 
require  a greater  or  smaller  number  of  teachers,  the  expendi- 
tures for  salaries  cannot  be  diminished. 

The  discipline  and  general  oversight  of  the  institution,  its 
buildings  and  premises,  added  to  the  arrangement  and  govern- 
ment of  the  intellectual  department,  together  with  the  neces- 
sary correspondence  and  office  work,  is  as  much  as  any  one 
man  can  do  as  it  should  be  done.  The  matron  of  an  institu- 
tion, even  so  small  in  numbers  as  our  own,  has  manifold  and 
most  responsible  duties  to  perform. 

In  dual  institutions  (such  as  ours  is)  we  must  of  course  have 
teachers  for  both  the  blind  and  mute  pupils. 

It  has  been  found  difficult,  in  fact  impossible,  to  secure  the 
prompt  attendance  of  our  pupils  at  the  opening  of  the  school 
year,  and  hence  the  multiplication  of  classes,  necessitating  a 
greater  number  of  teachers  than  the  number  of  pupils  would 
seem  to  justify. 

Experience  has  taught  those  who  have  managed  similar  in- 
stitutions, that  one  teacher  cannot  teach  to  advantage  more 
than  one  class.  It  requires  all  his  time,  all  his  energies  and 
ingenuity  to  do  that  much  as  it  ought  to  be  done,  however 
small  the  class.  The  average  maximum  taught  by  one  teacher 
in  this  country  is  not  more  than  eighteen  pupils — all  of  them 
usually  of  the  same,  or  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  one  grade  of 
scholarship. 

The  law  requires  a trade  to  bo  taught  to  each  of  the  male 
pupils,  and  such  branches  of  handicraft  as  may  be  practicable 
to  the  female  pupils. 

If  the  proceeds  of  our  shops  can  be  sold  for  enough  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  materials  and  tools,  the  institution  is 
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deemed  to  be  fortunate,  leaving  an  additional  outlay  to  bo 
met  as  salary  or  compensation  of  a master  workman. 

I have  felt  called  upon  to  say  this  much  as  to  the  practical 
workings  of  an  institution  of  this  kind,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  are  those  who,  in  ignorance  of  the  work  required, 
believe  that  the  numbers  benefited  and  the  results  attained, 
are  not  commensurate  with  the  outlay  made  by  the  State  for 
the  support  of  the  institution. 

Believing  that  your  honorable  body  has  the  interest  of  the 
Stafe,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  institution  at  heart,  I feel 
that  something  of  this  natui'e  should  be  furnished  to  the 
public  in  this  way, 

THE  PAST  YEAR. 

In  reviewing  the  past  year’s  work,  we  would,  in  the  outset* 
place  on  record  our  grateful  acknowledgements  to  you,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  board  of  commissioners,  for  your  zealous  efforts 
in  promoting  the  usefulness  of  the  institution,  and  for  the 
free  offering  of  your  valuable  time  and  energies  whenever  the 
business  affairs  of  the  institution  demanded  them. 

Another  year  of  uninterrupted  health,  and  a reasonable 
degree  of  prosperity  lies  behind  us,  fraught  with  its  trials  and 
its  enjoyments,  its  troubles  and  its  blessings. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  almost  uninterruptedly 
good,  only  a single  serious  case  of  illness  in  the  household — * 
that,  one  of  our  teachers.  Leave  of  absence,  after  the  15th  of 
May,  until  the  close  of  the  term,  was  granted  by  the  board  of 
commissioners  to  Mr.  It.  It.  Asbury,  the  teacher  in  the  blind 
department.  His  place  was  supplied,  for  the  time,  by  his 
wife,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Asbury,  who  performed  the  duties  of  the 
position  to  our  entire  satisfaction,  I would  here  remark  that 
Mr.  Asbury  has  since  resigned  his  position  in  the  institution, 
much  to  the  regret  of  his  pupils  and  all  of  us,  and  the  vacancy 
thus  made  has  been  filled  by  the  election  of  Mr.  George  M. 
Cruikshank,  a young  gentleman  raised  in  Alabama,  a teacher 
by  profession,  and  who  comes  to  us  intending  to  devote  his 
energies  to  the  laborious  and  self-sacrificing  labor  of  instruct- 
ing the  blind.  We  feel  confident  that  the  expectations  of  the 
board  of  commissioners,  in  selecting  Mr,  C.,  will  be  fully  met. 
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Since  date  of  last  report,  we  have  lost  the  services  of 
another  of  our  most  faithful  and  devoted  co-workers,  in  the 
person  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Groom,  dur  assistant  matron.  She 
was  forced  to  resign  her  position  on  account  of  the  failure  of 
her  eyesight,  occasioned  by  an  attack  of  ophthalmia,  con- 
tracted while  nursing  the  pupils  through  an  epidemic  of 
measles.  How  laboriously  and  faithfully  she  discharged  the 
responsible  duties  of  her  office  only  those  connected  with  the 
institution  will  ever  know.  We  are  greatly  gratified  to  be 
able  to  state  that  we  understand  she  is  recovering  from  the 
threatened  calamity  of  blindness. 

We  have  secured  in  her  stead,  and  as  chief  matron,  the 
services  of  Miss  O.  J.  Hamilton,  a lady  in  every  way,  we 
think,  qualified  and  suited  for  this  most  onerous  and  respon- 
sible place. 

METHOD  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

Our  method  of  instruction  in  the  deaf  mute  department,  is 
the  one  mostly  relied  upon  in  the  institutions  of  this  country — 
the  samo  that  lias  been  in  use  for  sixty  years  in  the  parent 
institution  in  Hartford,  modified  and  improved  by  distin- 
guished teachers  in  New  York  and  elsewhere. 

Out  of  the  small  number  of  pupils  under  our  charge,  we 
have  been  unable  to  find  a sufficient  number  whom  we  thought 
might  be  more  advantageously  taught  by  means  of  spoken 
languages,  or  “ articulation ,”  than  by  means  of  signs,  to  justify 
us  in  employing  a competent  teacher  for  that  purpose.  This 
we  regret  very  much,  for  the  reason  that  it  has  been  demon- 
strated beyond  question,  that  “many  deaf  mutes,  born  deaf, 
and  a large  proportion  of  those  deaf  from  accidental  causes, 
are,  and  may  lie  taujht  by  this  method,"  and  certainly  whenever 
this  can  be  done,  it  ouyht  to  be  done. 

Persevering,  faithful,  and  intelligent  efforts  are  being  put 
forth  in  quite  a number  of  northern  schools  in  this  direction, 
and  I trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  may  be  al- 
lowed to  give  to  the  deaf  mutes  of  Alabama  the  opportunity 
of  learning  or  reclaiming  spoken  language. 

Several  of  our  pupils  have  evinced  quite  an  aptitude  for 
drawing,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  drawing  is  not  only  an 
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accomplishment,  but  something  that  may  be  turned  to  ac- 
count as  of  great  practical  value,  I would  urge  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  the  importance  of  securing  the  services 
of  a competent  instructor  in  drawing.  This  I think  can  be 
readily  done,  by  securing  in  the  person  of  some  one,  an  in- 
structor or  instructress,  in  both  music  and  drawing.  The 
small  number  of  blind  pupils  to  be  taught  music,  hardly  jus- 
tify us  in  engaging  the  services  of  a thorough  teacher  at  a 
reasonable  salary  for  that  purpose  alone. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  since  date  of  last  re- 
port, has  been,  both  mute  and  blind,  fifty-three. 


Number  of  mutes 44 

“ “ blind 9 

“ “ males .' 26 

“ “ females 27 


A list  of  names  and  place  of  residence  may  be  found  ap- 
pended to  this  report. 

The  small  number  of  pupils  is  quite  discouraging.  There 
are  at  least  double  the  number  in  the  State,  whose  places  of 
residence  are  known  to  us,  and  to  whom  we  have  made  known 
the  willingness  and  readiness  of  the  institution  to  receive 
them — many  of  them  have  not  the  means  to  reach  the  insti- 
tution, others  can  not  be  induced  to  come  by  appeals  made 
in  writing,  or  by  circular  letter. 

To  reach  them  and  secure  their  attendance,  they  must  be 
visited  at  their  homes  by  some  one  connected  with  the  insti- 
tution, or  some  one  employed  for  that  purpose.  The  parents 
and  friends  of  these  poor  children  want  to  see  to  whom  they 
are  entrusting  their  unfortunate  ones,  and  to  learn  something 
of  the  workings  and  management  of  the  institution.  Many 
of  our  former  pupils,  anxious  to  return,  are  unable  to  do  so, 
not  having  the  means  to  pay  railroad  fare  and  other  traveling 
expenses.  The  railroads,  crippled  in  their  finances,  deny  our 
pupils  any  abatement  in  fare,  being  unable,  as  they  say,  to 
afford  it. 

If  our  numbers  are  to  be  increased,  and  the  institution  ac- 
complish the  ends  for  which  it  was  established,  some  plan 
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toast  be  devised  to  secure  the  attendance  of  pupils — we  have 
exhausted  every  expedient  at  our  command. 

The  act  of  the  General  Assembly  allowing  us,  (on  presenta- 
tion of  probate  judge’s  cert  ideate  of  inabilitj'  on  the  part  of 
parents  to  clothe  their  children,)  to  furnish  the  necessary 
clothing  and  charge  the  same  to  their  respective  counties,  has 
been  of  great  advantage  to  us — though,  as  yet,  only  two 
counties  have  ever  reimbursed  the  institution. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Total  amount  of  expenditure  made  by  Principal  since  date 
of  last  report,  and  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1875,  is 
nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars,  thirty- 
live  cents,  ($9,778  35). 

Add  to  this  amount  the  sum  of  $5,383,  amount  paid  salaries 
for  same  time,  and  we  have  as  total  expenditures  $15,161  35 
cents. 

Deduct  from  this  sum  $2,446  47,  amount  paid  out  for  front 
fence,  paints,  oils,  dairy,  digging  well,  clothing  for  pupils,  Ac., 
and  we  have  amount  actual  current  expenses  of  the  year 
$13,714  88.  Divide  by  number  of  pupils  (48)  in  attendance 
during  the  whole  year,  and  we  have  the  cost  per  capita  $285  72, 
or  $23  81  each  per  month.  This  includes  board,  tuition, 
clothing,  medical  attention,  school  room  and  all  other  expenses. 
The  expenses  of  the  mechanical  department,  except  one  item 
of  $250  for  materials,  which  is  included  in  the  $2,446  74  de- 
ducted from  total  amount  of  expenditures  as  above,  is  also 
included  in  the  foregoing  statement. 

BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS. 

Since  date  of  last  report,  the  purchase  by  the  Board  of  five 
acres  of  land  lying  south  of  and  adjoining  the  institution 
premises,  has  added  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  property.  It 
has  been  substantially  enclosed  and  furnishes  us  pasturage, 
hitherto  much  needed.  On  this  part  of  the  premises,  in  the 
rear  of  and  five  hundred  and  twenty  feet  distant,  we  have  se- 
cured a fine  well  of  pure  water,  which,  if  it  proves  to  be  last- 
ing, will  remove  the  only  objection  to  our  otherwise  most  de-> 
sirable  location. 
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At  present  our  water  supply  is  alone  from  cisterns,  supplied 
from  the  roofs  of  the  buildings,  which  of  course  are  liable, 
even  with  the  best  management,  at  times  to  get  out  of  order. 
An  abundance  of  pure  water  is  of  the  first  importance  in  even 
a small  family,  and  doubly  so  where  large  numbers  of  children 
are  congregated  together. 

The  buildings,  all  of  them,  are  in  good  order.  The  dining 
room  has  been  neatly  painted  and  furnished.  The  dormito- 
ries are  well  ventilated  and  supplied  with  good  beds,  bedding 
and  the  necessary  furniture.  The  school  rooms,  two  of  them, 
are  furnished  with  modern  desks  and  seats.  Two  bath  rooms 
have  been  arranged  and  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water. 

The  front  yard  has  been  terraced  and  sodded,  and  the 
flower-yard  extended,  and  a number  of  handsome  evergreens 
and  evergreen-shrubs  planted,  which  are  growing  finely  and 
will  we  think  in  a few  years  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the 
place! 

The  front  fence,  referred  to  in  our  last  report  as  being  in 
course  of  construction,  has  been  finished,  and  is  pronounced 
by  all  who  have  seen  it  to  be  a very  neat  and  most  substan- 
tial job.  It  is  built  of  brick,  surmounted  with  a wood  picket 
and  capped  with  iron.  The  whole  has  been  thoroughly 
painted  and  will  last  many  years. 

The  vegetable  garden  and  orchard  have  been  well  drained, 
and  we  have  in  their  season,  on  the  premises,  an  abundance 
of  fine  fruit,  melons  and  vegetables. 

During  the  summer  we  have  had  constructed  a dairy  under 
ground,  lined  and  over-arched  with  brick,  and  cemented, 
which  we  find  adds  greatly  to  our  comfort  and  convenience, 
as  well  as  to  economy  of  milk  and  other  supplies  during  the 
summer  season. 

The  main  building  and  furniture  has  been  insured  in  three 
responsible  companies  for  the  sum  of  $17,000.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  writer,  that  for  the  sum  thus  expended  in  in- 
surance for  one  year,  almost  perpetual  immunity  from  fire 
might  be  had,  by  procuring  and  keeping  in  readiness  a num- 
ber— say  six — chemical  fire  extinguishers.  In  this  way  an 
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annual  saving,  after  the  first  outlay,  of  four  hundred  dollars, 
might  be  made. 

In  conclusion  of  this  already  too  lengthy  report,  I must 
again  beg  of  the  Board  to  devise,  if  possible,  some  means  to 
induce  the  attendance  of  a greater  number  of  pupils.  I hope 
also  that  you  will  invite  a visit  from  a committee  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  at  some  time  during  its  next  session. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  industry,  zeal  and 
efficiency  of  the  teachers  of  the  institution  during  the  past 
year.  All  of  them  have  tried  to  do  their  duty,  and  deserve 
your  esteem  and  regard. 

Profoundly  grateful  for  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  and  hoping 
that  the  future,  as  the  past,  may  be  crowned  with  the  bless- 
ings of  Him  who,  to  the  closed  ear  of  an  unfortunate  one 
said,  “Ephphatha,” 

I am  your  obedient  servant, 

Jo.  H.  Johnson,  Principal, 


November  3,  1875. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


We  are  indebted  to  the  proprietors  of  the  following  papers 
for  copies  of  their  journals  free  of  charge  : 

1.  — Daily  Advertiser,  Montgomery,  Alabama; 

2.  — Argus,  Selma,  Ala. 

3.  — Shelby  Guide,  Columbiana,  Ala. 

4.  -Shelby  Sentinel,  Montevallo,  Ala. 

5.  — Iron  Age,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

6.  — -Enterprise,  Cave  Spring,  Ga. 

7.  — Watchtower  and  Reporter,  Talladega,  Ala, 

8.  — Mountain  Home,  Talladega,  Ala. 

9.  — Templar,  Talladega,  Ala. 

10.  — News,  Talladega,  Ala. 

11.  — Deaf  Mutes  Journal,  Mexico,  N.  Y. 

12.  — Mute  Chronicle,  2 copies,  Columbus,  O. 

13.  — Deaf  Mute  Mirror,  2 copies,  Flint,  Michigan. 

14.  — Kentucky  Deaf  Mute,  2 copies,  Danville,  Ivy; 

15. — Goodson  Gazette,  2 copies,  Staunton,  Va. 

16.  — Mutes  Journal,  2 copies,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

17.  — Silent  World,  2 copies,  Washington,  D.  C. 

18.  — Index,  Colorado  Springs. 

We  hope  other  journals  will  favor  us  with  copies  of  their 
papers.  They  are  rdad  with  interest  and  profit  by  our  pupils. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  Messrs.  R.  R.  and  Col.  Peter  Hun- 
ley  for  seventy  baskets  of  fine  strawberries,  presented  to  the 
pupils.  We  assure  these  gentlemen  that  their  kindness  is 
held  in  grateful  remembrance. 

The  Institution  is  also  under  many  obligations  to  Prof, 
Huntoon,  Principal  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  blind 
and  Superintendent  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
blind>  for  kind  favors  and  offers  of  assistance  in  providing 
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books,  &c.,  for  our  blind  department.  His  exceeding  kind- 
ness and  liberality  will  ever  be  remembered. 

To  the  newspaper  press,  we  are  indebted  for  inserting,  free 
of  charge,  (many  of  them,)  our  opening  and  closing  notices, 
and  for  frequent  kind  mention  of  our  work- 
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REPORT  OF  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 


Jo.  II.  Johnson,  Principal,  in  account  with  the  Alabama  Institution  for  the  Deaf 


and  Dumb  and  the  Blind. 

1875.  Db.  Ce. 

To  amount  in  hand  date  of  last  report $ 142  62 

1874. 

Sept.  30.  To  amount  advanced  on  4th  quarter,  1874. . 2,000  00 

“ “ By  expenditures  4th  quarter,  1874 • $3,715  65 

“ “ To  cash 1,573  03 

1875. 

Jan.  2.  To  amount  advanced  on  1st  quarter,  1875. . . 2,000  00 

“ 2.  By  amount  of  expenditures  1st  quarter,  1875  2,398  92 

“ 2.  To  cash 398  92 

April  3.  To  amount  advanced  on  2d  quarter,  1875 .. . 2,000  00 

“ 3.  By  amount  expenditures  of  2d  quarter,  1875 . 2,264  74 

» 3.  To  cash 264  74 

July  2.  To  amount  advanced  on  3d  quarter,  1875 .. . 2,000  00 


“ 2.  By  amount  expenditures  on  3d  quarter,  1875.  10,379  31 — 1,399  04 

$9,778  35 

To  amount  in  Principal’s  hands  to  balance. . . 600  96 

$10,379  31 

Audited,  compared  and  approved,  this  November  3d,  1875. 

G.  T.  McAfee, 

W.  Tayloe, 

Auditing  Committee. 

The  Treasurer’s  Report,  found  following  this,  shows  whole 
amount  received  and  paid  out  since  date  of  last  report,  in- 
cluding insurance  and  discount  on  State  Obligations. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


Alabama  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  in  account  frith  *4.  0. 

Storey,  Treasurer,  from  October  1st,  1874,  to  the.  30th  Sept.,  1875. 

1874. 

Oct.  16.  To  amount  discount  on  $1,000  State  obligations,  sold  at 

74  cents 260  00 

“ 16.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruiksliank,  President  of  Board  of 

Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  It.  R.  Asbury,  v.  No.  1 312  50 

To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  E.  Omburg.v. 

No.  2 150  00 

To  amount  discount  on  $210  State  obligations,  sold  at  74 

cents 54  60 

To  amount  paid  telegram  from  Montgomery  about  price 

of  State  obligations 40 

Nov.  6.  To  amount  paid  telegram  from  Mobile  about  price  of 

State  obligations 35 

“ 6.  To  amount  paid  M,  II.  Cruiksliank,  President  of  Board 

of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Jos.  H.  Johnson, 

Principal,  v.  No.  3 2,000  00 

“ 26.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Jos.  H.  Johnson,  v. 

No.  4 375  00 

Dec.  3.  To  amount  discount  on  $150  State  obligations,  sold  at  85 

cents 22  50 

“ 24.  To  amount  paid  M.  G.  Rhodes,  express  charges  on  $4,500 

State  obligations  from  Montgomery 6 00 

“ 24.  To  amount  paid  A.  G.  Storey’s  expenses  to  and  from 

Montgomery  on  business  for  the  Institution 20  00 

“ 24.  To  amount  discount  on  $780  State  obligations  sold  at  00 

cents 78  00 

1875. 

Jan.  4.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Jos.  II.  Johnson, 

Principal,  v.  No.  6 375  00 

“ 4.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 

of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  G.  Groom, 
v.  No.  7 75  00 
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Jan.  4.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  board  of 
Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Jos.  H.  Johnson,  Prin- 
cipal, v.  No.  8 3,573  03 

“ 4.  To  amount  paid  M.  II.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 

of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  E.  Omburg,  v. 

No.  9 150  00 

“ 14.  To  amount  discount  on  $1,000  State  obligations,  sold  at 

90  cents 100  00 

‘ 27.  To  amount  discount  on  $485  State  obligations,  sold  at  90 

cents 48  50 

To  amount  discount  on  $355  State  obligations,  sold  at  85 

cents 53  25 

To  amount  paid  M.  G.  Rhodes,  express  charges  on  $3,000 
State  obligations  from  Talladega  to  Montgomery,  v. 

No.  10 3 75 

Feb.  3.  To  amount  discount  on  $3,000  State  obligations,  sold  at 

80  cents 600  00 

“ 5.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board  of 

Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  W.  S.  Johnson,  v. 

No.  11 125  00 

“ 5.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 

of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  J.  A.  Hoge,  v.  No.  12  125  00 

“ 5.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board  of 

Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  A.  Lawson,  insurance 

on  building,  v.  No.  13 220  00 

“ 5.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board  of 

Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  M.  E.  Toney,  v. 

No.  14 75  00 

“ 5.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board  of 

Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  R.  R.  Asbury,  v. 

No.  15 312  50 

“ 5.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 

of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  G.  Groom, 

v.  No.  16 62  50 

“ 8.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 

of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  W.  S.  Johnson,  v. 

No.  17 118  75 

“ 8.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 

of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  John- 
son, v.  No.  18 125  00 

* 15.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  J.  A.  Hoge,  v. 

No.  19 118  75 

“ 15.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  John- 
son, v.  No.  20 125  00 

“ 15.  To  amount  discount  on  $1,800  State  obligations,  sold  at 

85  cents 270  00 


1875. 

Feb.  15.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  T.  N.  Anglin, 

insurance  on  building,  v.  No.  21 120  00 

April  1.  To  amount  discount  on  £130  State  obligations,  sold  at  90 

cents 13  00 

“ 1.  To  amount  discount  on  $015  State  obligations,  sold  at  85 

cents 92  25 

“ 1.  To  amount  discount  on  $00  State  obligations,  sold  at  80 

cents • 12  00 

“ 12.  To  amount  paid  dispatches  to  and  from  Mobile,  nego- 
tiating sale  of  $2,000  State  obligations 2 85 

Apr.  14.  To  amount  paid  express  charges  on  $2,000  State  obliga- 
tions to  Mobile 2 95 

“ 14.  To  amount  discount  on  $2,000  State  obligations  sold  in 

Mobile  at  79  cents 420  00 

“ 14.  To  amount  paid  expenses  in  getting  $1,580  currency  from 

Mobile 3 30 

“ 23.  To  amount  discount  on  $1,000  Shite  obligations  sold  at  80 

cents 900  00 

“ 23.  To  amount  paid  expenses  on  $800  currency  from  Mont- 
gomery   1 25 

“ 23.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Jos.  H.  Johnson, 

Principal,  v.  No.  22 2,398  92 

“ 23.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  M.  E.  Toney, 

v.  No.  23 75  00 

“ 23.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  It.  It.  Asbury,  v. 

No.  24 312  50 

“ 23.  To  amount  paid  M.  II.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  E.  Omlmrg, 

v.  No.  25 1 50  00 

“ 23.  To  amount  paid  M.  II.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Jos.  II.  Johnson, 

v.  No.  2(5 375  00 

“ 23.  To  amount  paid  M.  II.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  W.  S.  Johnson,  v. 

No.  27 118  75 

“ 23.  To  amount  paid  M.  II.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  E.  G.  Groom,  v. 

No.  28 62  50 

May  3.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Margaret  Jenkins, 

v.  No.  29 250  00 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  J.  A.  Hoge,  v. 

No.  30 118  75 
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May  25.  To  amount  discount  on  $515  State  obligations  sold  at  80 

cents 103  00 

“ 30.  To  amount  paid  M.  G.  Rhodes,  express  charges  on  $1,000 

State  obligations,  from  Montgomery 1 15 

J une  15.  To  amount  paid  telegraph  dispatch  to  and  from  Mont- 
gomery   1 35 

“ 16.  To  amount  discount  on  $2,500  State  obligations  sold  at  78 

cents 550  00 

“ 19.  To  amount  paid  M.  G.  Rhodes,  express  charges  on  $1,950 

currency,  from  Montgomery 2 85 

July  20.  To  amount  discount  on  $2,000  State  obligations  sold  in 

Montgomery  at  72  j cents 550  00 

“ 21.  To  amount  discount  on  $1,000  State  obligations  sold  in 

Montgomery  at  73  cents 270  00 

1 ‘ 23.  To  amount  paid  M.  G.  Rhodes,  express  charges  on  ,$730 

currency,  from  Montgomery 1 25 

“ 23.  To  amount  discount  on  $160  State  obligations  sold  at  80 

cents 32  00 

“ 24.  To  amount  paid  dispatch  to  Montgomery 40 

“ 24.  To  amount  discount  on  $930  State  obligations  sold  at  75 

cents 232  50 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  J.  A.  Hoge,  v. 

No.  30 118  75 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  Johnson, 

v.  No.  32 125  00 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  John- 
son, v.  No.  33 125  00 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Jos.  H,  Johnson, 

Principal,  v.  No.  34 2,264  7p 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  tavor  of  Miss  M.  E.  Toney, 

v.  No.  35 75  0Q 

“ 25.  • To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  R.  R.  Asbury,  v. 

No.  36 312  50 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Jos.  H.  Johnson, 

v.  No.  37 375  00 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  E.  Omburg, 

v.  No.  38 150  00 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  G.  Groom, 
v.  No.  39 20  00 


July  25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 


of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  O.  J.  Hamil- 
ton, v.  No.  40 38  33 

Sept.  21.  To  amount  discount  on  $2,500  State  obligations  sold  in 

Montgomery  at  78  cents  550  00 

“ 24.  To  amount  paid  M.  G.  llhodes,  express  charges  on  $1,950 

currency,  from  Montgomery 2 75 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  W.  S.  Johnson,  v. 

No.  41 11875 

“ 25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  Board 
of  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  Mary  E. 

Toney,  (first  quarter,  1875,)  v.  No.  42 75  00 

To  amount  paid  for  two  telegrams 90 

Sept.  30.  To  amount  of  currency  on  hand 2,399  71 


$23,161  29 

1874.  CONTRA. 

Oct.  1.  By  amount  on  hand,  as  shown  in  my  report  of  30tli  Sep- 


tember, 1874,  — amount  in  currency 778  24 

Amount  in  certificates 4,240  00 

Dec.  16.  By  amount  received  of  James  Campbell,  proceeds  of  shoe 

shop 59  00 

“ 24.  By  amount  received  on  warrant  in  State  obligations 4,500  00 

1875. 

Jan.  4.  By  amount  interest  received  on  State  obligations 80  00 

“ 19.  By  amount  received  on  warrant  in  State  obligations 4,500  00 

April  15.  By  amount  received  on  warrant  in  State  obligations 4,500  00 

July  6.  By  amount  interest  received  on  State  obligations 4 05 

“ 20.  By  amount  received  on  warrant  in  State  obligations 4,500  00 


$23,161  29 

Sept.  30.  By  currency  on  hand $ 2,399  71 

Examined  and  approved,  Nov.  3,  1875. 


G.  T.  McAfee, 
W.  Tayror, 
Auditing  Committee. 
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LIST  OF  PUPILS 


DEAF  MUTES. 


NAME. 


hackelford,  Frank. . 
'aughdrill,  Colin 

'avison,  Wm.  G 

'avison,  Isaac 

[yder,  Lewis 

trauss,  Isadore 

‘oney,  Tenelle 

Wallace,  Redding. . . . 

Wheeler,  Thomas 

Williams,  Smith 

[ughes,  John 

Ielton,  Peter . 

iardner,  James 

Roberts,  Oce 

tucker,  Daniel 

Srundage,  Henry 

lorgan,  George 

’ennington,  Alonzo . . 
ribson,  Edward. . >. 

Itephens,  Asa 

Jethune,  Samuel . . . 

itewart,  N.  B 

Surge,  E.  H 

’arrish,  Green 

lartwright,  William 

Tulips,  Love 

driver,  Jackson 

Smith,  Archie 

Parr,  Edward ...... 

Coney,  Georgia 

Coney,  Laura 

dalear,  Josephine.. 

dalear,  Dillie 

Wakefield,  Sarah . . . 
Wakefield,  Jennie. . . 
dcCaine,  Emma .... 
dcCaiue,  Virginia.. 

dickey,  Ellen 

Christian,  Mary  C . . 

Starnes,  Lizzie 

Payne,  Georgia 

3room,  Ella 

Parrish,  Sophy 

Watson,  Martha .... 
Cardinal,  Cornelia . . 

Bell,  Willis 

dooper,  Mary 

Prior,  Charlotte .... 

Fleming,  Fanny 

Fleming  Mattie 

Davis,  Alice 

VlcClinton,  Martha . . 
Hughes,  Margaret . . 


COUNTY. 


Lee 

Mobile 

Henry.  . . . . 

ii 

Jackson  .... 
Montgomery 

Bullock 

Autauga 

Henry 

Pickens 


Perry 

Montgomery. 
Jefferson 
Franklin 
Crenshaw  . . 
Chambers . . . 

Pickens 

Dallas 

Blount 

Pike 

Tuscaloosa . . 

Hale 

Dale  .... 

Montgomery 

Calhoun 

Chilton 

Mobile 

Hale 

Bullock 


Tallapoosa 


Calhoun 

it 

Clay 

it 

Montgomery 

Perry 

Jackson  .... 
Randolph . . . 

Wilcox 

Hale 

Calhoun 

Montgomery 

Barbour 

Calhoun 

Talladega  . . . 
Mobile 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


INDIGENT  PUPILS — HOW  ADMITTED. 

“Application  for  admission  must  be  made  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  in  writing,  and  must  state  their  name,  age, 
place  of  birth,  and  present  residence  ; how  long  the  applicant 
has  been  a resident  of  the  State ; that  he  or  she  is  deaf  and 
dumb,  or  blind  ; that  the  applicant,  or  his  or  her  family  are 
unable  to  pay  his  or  her  board  or  tuition.  This  application 
must  be  sworn  to  by  the  applicant,  or  some  one  cognizant  of 
the  facts,  and  tiled  with  the  board  ; whereupon,  the  Board 
shall,  if  they  deem  the  proof  sufficient,  cause  an  order  to  be 
entered  upon  their  record  admitting  said  applicant.” 

PAY  PUPILS. 

Pay  pupils  will  be  charged  two  hundred  dollars  for  board 
and  tuition  for  school  year  of  forty  weeks. 

CLOTHING  FOR  THE  INDIGENT. 

I relation  to  indigent  pupils,  the  General  Assembly  in  1871 
passed  the  following  act : 

“ In  all  cases  where  the  parents  of  pupils  sent  to  the  Insti- 
tution for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  blind, 
are  too  poor  to  furnish  them  with  good  and  sufficient  cloth- 
ing, or  where  said  pupils  are  without  parents  and  unable  to 
furnish  themselves  with  such  clothing,  the  judge  of  the  county 
court  of  the  county  from  which  they  are  sent  shall  certify  the 
same  to  the  principal,  who  shall  procure  such  necessary  cloth- 
ing and  charge  the  same  to  said  county  ; present  the  account, 
with  the  vouchers,  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  who, 
thereupon,  shall  draw  upon  the  county  treasurer  for  the 
amount  so  charged  to  the  county;  and  the  said  county  shall 
annually  assess  and  collect  by  tax  the  amount  necessary  to 
pay  said  order  or  orders ; and  if  said  county  shall  fail  so  to 
do,  the  circuit  court  in  said  county  shall,  on  application  there- 
for, compel  the  same  by  mandamus' ' 


APPENDIX  A. 


An  itemized  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  Institution;) 
with  the  vouchers  to  sustain  each  item,  is  kept  by  the  Secre- 
tary, in  obedience  to  the  by-laws  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, and  is  open  for  inspection  by  the  authorities  of  the 
State  at  any  time. 

The  accounts  are  audited  quarterly,  and  passed  upon  by 
the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

The  funds  of  the  Institution  are  held  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Board,  who  is  a bonded  officer,  and  paid  out  only  on  the 
written  order  of  the  President,  drawn  by  order  of  the  Board* 

The  Principal  is  required  to  make  quarterly  settlements, 
and  all  demands  upon  the  Institution  are  paid  by  him  by 
draft,  on  amount,  set  apart  by  order  of  the  Board  for  each 
quarter. 

The  salaries  are  paid  quarterly,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter, 
in  the  same  manner. 


CIRCULAR  TO  INSTITUTIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


It  lias  been  evident  for  some  time  tlntt  changes  in  the  Bos- 
ton type  Alphabet  for  the  Blind  would  be  desirable. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Howe,  of  the  Boston  school,  arranged  an  alphabet 
some  years  ago  showing  the  alterations  suggested  to  him  by 
his  years  of  experience  in  teaching  the  Blind,  which  he  sub- 
mitted for  criticism  to  the  Superintendents  of  the  different 
Institutions. 

No  active  measures  were  taken,  however,  until  the  Trustees 
of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  in  order  to 
render  their  new  process  of  stereotj’ping  on  plates  of  thin 
brass  available,  found  it  necessary  to  have  new  type  made  in 
which  tho  letters  should  have  a bolder  relief  and  liner  lines ; 
and  it  was  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  for 
remodeling  certain  letters  which  had  seemed,  heretofore,  to 
confuse  the  blind  reader. 

The  new  alphabet,  as  proposed  by  Dr.  Howe,  was  submit- 
ted to  Mr.  Chapin,  of  the  Pennsylvania  school,  and,  with 
various  modifications  and  improvements  suggested  by  him, 
the  alphabet  in  which  this  pago  is  printed  was  arranged. 

It  is  not  probable  that  a better  alphabet  than  the  old  could 
be  devised  for  experienced  readers — who  will  not,  perhaps, 
welcome  this  change,  but  tho  temporary  inconvenience  to 
them  arising  from  the  alterations  will,  we  think,  be  counter- 
balanced by  the  benefits  accruing  to  the  more  numerous  class 
of  readers — those  whose  sense  of  touch  is  less  acute — who 
have  hitherto  been  confused  by  the  similarity  in  shape  exist- 
ing between  certain  letters.  For  instance : it  was  almost  im- 
possible for  the  moderate  reader  to  distinguish  the  old  e and  s. 
This  difficulty  we  have  tried  to  obviate  by  having  the  e made 
more  open,  a fraction  larger,  and  the  s broader,  with  larger 
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curves ; f and  t are  now  less  liable  to  be  confused,  the  former 
having  been  made  a perfect  cross  and  the  latter  crossed  nearer 
the  middle  of  the  letter ; m,  v,  w and  r have  been  made  more 
open,  so  that,  without  adding  materially  to  the  width  of  the 
letter,  the  constituent  parts  can  be  more  easily  distinguished. 
The  new  g is  entirely  different  from  the  old ; and  important 
changes  have  also  been  made  in  a,  o and  d;  x and  z are 
larger  and  clearer ; and  h and  n are  now  less  likely  to  be 
mistaken  for  each  other. 

The  great  object  of  the*  change  has  been  to  secure  letters 
which  shall  present  distinctive  characteristics  to  the  blind 
reader,  and  a careful  comparison  will,  we  think,  show  the  de- 
cided advantage  of  the  new  alphabet  over  the  old  in  this  res- 
pect. Should  experience  prove  that  these  changes  are  not 
the  best  which  could  be  made,  the  American  Printing  House 
stands  ready  to  make  any  others  which  may  be  recommended 
by  the  Superintendents  of  the  Institutions  for  the  Blind. 
Louisville,  Ky.,  Sept.  15,  1875. 


